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thorn. Tho plateau north of Zaleszczyki is wo flat that tho high road to Czortkow follows for about right miles an ideal straight line, which is not cut oven by a single depression or valley. Only at ono point to tho east of the road arises a sina.ll hill, tho highest point (about 1,000 ft.) on that high plateau, Tho strategic, impordanco of Xalesxezyki HOB in that it is an important cent.ro of roads, a railway station, in that it possesses permanent bridges across tho Dniester and is in every \\ay ouo of the safest and most convenient points for crossing tho river. In 185-1, during tho Crimean War, when hostilities between Russia and Austria were apprehended, fortifications wen* constructed both north and south of Zalosxozyki; somo now trenches were built north-east of ZnilcHssossyki, near Torskie, during tho Balkan crisis, in tho winter of 1912-13.
In tho canon, and on tho plateau east of #alos/<c,zyki, boyond tho village of Zosuiva,
oxtond   donso   forests.      It  was   from   that
t1
direction that an Austrian force tried on tho night of March 22 23 to turn tho Rusnian positions near ZakmezykL Tho attacking dotaohrnont consisted of tho "ilying column'* of Count von BisBingen, which had distinguished itsolf in February during tho fighting round Staninlawow, and of a company belonging to tho 29th Hungarian. Landaturm Regimont under Zoltan Deny, a distinguished member of tho Kossuth Party in tho Hungarian Houso of DoputioH.*
Tho AuHtrianfl crossed tho Dniester in boats, and made their way through tho forest near %ozava, but on emerging from it they struck against Siberian FuBiliorH and CosnackH holding a strongly fortified position. A fiorco battle ensued, in which Zoltan .Dony \vaw killed and the Auntro-Hungarian troops wore badly beaten. Tho attorn) >t against ZaloBzczyki, undertaken by tho best troops of Uenoral von Vflanzer's army, failed completely.
Somo moro fighting is reported near Zaioius-czyki on April JO* On April 17 a body of TyroleHo Fusiliers made another attempt to break through tho Rusnian line near Zemva. They delivered a furioun attack, but, caught in the Russian wire entanglements, were
* AH a patriotic Magyar ho volunteered for Hervico though un <>!<!man. He had boon Parliomontary Under-Secretary of Htatt* in iho Hungarian Coalition Cabinet, which wont out of power in December, 1900. Jt was he who, Home two yoars before the war, compelled tho Vruiufar, LukacH, to rotiro from public life by exposing very grave aoandals in which tho latter was implicated.
simply annihilated by the fire of the Russian artillery.
On April 4 our Allies undertook a counter-offensive front Uscie Bi&kupie. Having constructed a bridge across the Dniester, at tlio hoad of a river-loop oast of the village of Filipkowce, they reached the road leading from Uscio Bisknpio by Okna and Kuczimnik to (V,ernowit7. Okna is the terminus of a rail\\ ay line which branches off at Werenczaaka from tlio Czernowitz-Zaleszczyki line. At Kuc'ssurmik meet the roads leading from Zalesz* czyki and Uscie Btakupie to Czernowitz. Hence a successful advance along the road beyond Okna would have turned from the rear the Austrian positions south of Zaleszczyki, and put an end to all further Austrian attacks against its bridge-head. Of what followed we have two contradictory versions.
Wo are told from Russian sources that on April 4 a Russian cavalry brigade, supported by small detachments of infantry, crossed the river and advanced by Zamuszyn to Okna. In front of tho village of Okna it ca'me up against strongly organized positions, which were held by tho 25th Hungarian Honved Regiment and some Austrian infantry. Our Allies delivered a bayonet attack, annihilating two battalions, of tho Honv&ta and capturing 21 officers, more than a thousand of tho rank and file, and & maohine-gmis. On tho contrary, the Austrians claim to have destroyed two battalions of Eussian infantry belonging to tho Alexander Regiment, to havo taken 1,400 prisoners, and to havo driven back tho Russians boyond the Dniester; they say that on their retreat tho Russians destroyed tho bridge which they had constructed across the river*
Towards tho end of April the Russians concentrated again more considerable forces in the district of Bojan and regained most of tho ground which they had held in the Bukovina about tho middle of March.
Thus tho war was raging in1 the secluded valloy of tho Dniester, where a long-drawn echo from tho rocky walls of tho cafion repeats many a time every shot fired in its dense forests. It is strange for anyone who knows tlxat beautiful, strange country, to think of all these troops marching and remarching through tho quiet, clustered villages, which previously hardly know a foreigner; whore a man from a village some 10 miles off arouses curiosity by his Ktrange dress. For alnxost every village in that region has its own dress by which